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Overview

• Problem –
– Multiple DataFax instances
– Database downtime for modifications
– Testing in production environment

• Our Solution
– Graphical tool to publish configuration files from development

server to production server
– Uses Perforce, a software configuration management system

• Benefits
– Minimize database downtime for modifications
– Single development server and multiple production servers
– Increased flexibility for testing
– Complete history of study configuration modifications
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Problem

• Synteract has multiple production servers
• Modifications to production database require

downtime to Data Management and Data
Processing staff.  EDC further complicates
downtime

• Any modification after a database opens must
be tested in production environment with
production data

• No audit trail of database modifications

Our Solution: DFPT

• ClinTrial provides an add on called Multisite
which allows database modifications to be
published from one server to another

• DFPT is our solution to add similar functionality
to DataFax

• We wanted to create a tool that is user-
friendly, configurable and compatible with
our database design process
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What it Does

• Graphical client tool on development server
• Allows for selection of any production server
• Modified configuration files may be selected to

publish
• Modifications are tracked in Perforce and are

annotated with a reason for change and the
user making the change

How it Works

• After study is selected, system determines
changed files by looking for differences in the
Perforce repository for that study

• User selected files are published to Perforce
and selected production server is notified of
changes

• Production server retrieves changed files from
perforce repository after gaining exclusive
access for the study
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How it Works

DFPT Interface Design
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DFPT in Action

DFPT in Action (cont.)
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DFPT in Action (cont.)

Benefits

• Database downtime to publish modifications is
reduced to seconds v. hours

• All development work occurs on a single
development server

• Test data can be retained on development
server after study has opened because only
configuration files are published

• All database modifications are tracked in the
Perforce repository which allows us to view
previous changes, revert to previous versions
and graphically see changes to configuration
files
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Questions?


