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deSCRIBE for DataFax

A Graphical User Interface for 
Planning and Documenting Your 

Study Design

History

• The Combined Specification was pre-
sented at the 1999 DFUG as a way to
– describe a DataFax Study set-up in a single 

document
– provide version history 
– demonstrate management approval

• DocuPrint was a command line tool 
designed to quickly produce that spec

• deSCRIBE is the next step in the 
development of this tool. 
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deSCRIBE Goals

• Fully explain the set-up of a DataFax 
Study in a single document with minimal 
user intervention

• Provide a Graphical User Interface 
virtually any staff member can use

• Incorporate new elements in DFschema 
provided in DataFax 3.4

• Perform additional MIF code checks

Sources of Information

•DFgetparam.rpc

•DFschema

•DFschema.stl

•DFvisit_map

•DFpage_map
Form Names

•DFcplate_map

•DFlut_map

•DFmissing_map

•DFfile_map
Sequence Code Location
Early Termination

•DFtips
Field locations
Pre/Post Processes

•DFuserPerms -l

•specSTOR 
User Defined Variables
Created outside DataFax
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Help 
Messages

Message 
History

Main Window

Create 
Specification 
Document

Items Not 
Read from 
DataFax

(except 
Staff)Studies

First Task - Select a Study

If you don’t, you get a warning!
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Study Estimates Window

• Helps plan disk space and personnel 
requirements

• Short and long term

General Conventions

Unique ID Text
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Plate Specific Conventions

Unique ID

Plate #

Convention #

Field # Text

Approvers

Unique ID
Name

Title

“Responsible Heads”
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Creators

ID Name Title Function

Staff

Possible 
Future 
Additions:

•Full Name

•Title

•Function

•Add Button

•Edit 
Function
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Options

Option #1: Version Number

• User-Definable
• Auto-Increments (decimal portion)
• Included in the name of the output file
• Keeping a previous version number 

overwrites a previously created file

Major #

Minor #
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Option #2: Replace Images

• Plate Images with Field Numbers 
provide a key to the all plate-specific 
tables

• These need to be replaced when image 
background files are updated or 
additional fields are defined

Option #3: Start with Raster

• A single postscript prologue is created 
every time plates are imported 

• If you perform another import without re-
importing previously defined plates, 
prologue information may be missing
– Which may interfere with DFprintdb
– DocuPrint and deSCRIBE

• Starting with Raster Images solves this 
problem, but reduces image quality
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Option #4: Include System Fields

• Fields 1-7, N, N-1 and N-2 are included 
in Field Definition Tables

• Primarily targeted at individuals with 
minimal prior DataFax experience

Option #5: Explanations

Adds explanations of terms like
– Plate
– Visit
– Page Map

to the output document
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Option #6: Troubleshoot Images

• Saves temporary files from the image 
creation process

• Can be used to research problems

Option #7: Copy From Other Study

• Quickly import User Defined variables

Study to copy from

Items to copy
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Option #8: Describe Edit Checks

• Summarize purpose or function

Name Description

Option #9: CRF File Locations

• Can be used to find CRF files when 
plates need updating

Plate # Label Location (User Supplied)
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When you press deSCRIBE

• Information updates track the process

DataFax Version

Study #

Plate #s / Names

deSCRIBE Process (Continued)

• After plates are read

Styles are read

Visit Map is read

Images are  checked
plate-by-plate
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deSCRIBE Process (Completion)

• MIF code checks
to find errors that will make FrameMaker fail 

# of Opening and 
Closing Brackets

A close statement 
exists for every 
open statement

New output file name

Requirements

• Solaris 
(Only tested in a SUN environment to-date)

• Perl, Tk
• ras2ps, pstopnm and pnmtorast
• DataFax

3.4 for Staff Permission functions

• A Defined Study with some set-up 
completed
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Possible Future Directions

• Other operating systems
• Include Centers Database
• Interoperability with DataFax for

– Permissions (through DFuserPerms)
– Visit Map (create or modify the DFvisit_map file)
– Page Map (create or modify the DFpage_map file)

Possible Visit Map Interface
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Possible Page Map Interface


