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DataFax Web Reporter

Background

• Need for a mobile reporting tool
• Increasing demands of clients 

require use of web enabled tools
• DF_CDM - Metrics based tool used 

internally for forecasting and study 
metrics
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Advantages

• Allows for remote report capabilities - Mobile, 
Accessible, Groovy, Independent and Compact
– Mobile: Laptop + Analog line = mobility
– Accessible: Reports can be accessed at any time, in any 

location.
– Groovy: Contains the same robust reporting capabilities as 

if the PM/PL were in the office.
– Independent: Allows the project manager / lead, the 

capability to review study reports without having dependency 
on the home office.

– Compact: Web based, requires no software other than IE, 
Netscape, etc…

It’s MAGIC!!!

Advantages (cont’d)

• Allows for the aggregation of multiple 
studies
– Single study reporting
– Multiple Study Reporting
– Hypertext links to maneuver through the output

• Reduced network traffic through the use 
of Web based reporting
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Multiple 
Studies

Hypertext 
Links

Advantages (cont’d)

• Printing capabilities
– If connected to a printer, the web reporter, as any 

other web enabled tool, will allow the printing of 
reports.

• “Save As” commands
– The resulting report (s) can be saved in many and 

varied formats (.htm .txt        .xls)
– Once in Excel, or any other delimited format, the 

sky is the limit
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EXCEL
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Advantages (Last one!)

• Send Fax capabilities
– DataFax Web Reporter allows the isolated user to 

remotely send reports to varying places.
– Enables the project manager to actively generate 

reports for clients without the assistance of the 
home office.

• Future
– Ability to schedule and send all reports within 

DataFax, not just DF_QCreport.

Disadvantages

• No restrictions
– Lack of security
– Open access

• User specific permissions (future)
– Based on user name and password
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REPORT_source

Tool Specific Details

• Report_Source
– DataFax Generic: Uses generic reports provided 

through DataFax and runs them through the web 
browser.

– Study Specific: Allow the user to create study 
specific reports that are routinely used for the 
specific study.
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Web Reporter Connection Modes

Tool Specific Details (cont’d)

• Web Reporting Connection Modes:
– Local - retrieves existing reports residing on the 

web server that have been generated through 
cron jobs schedule for the study

– Delayed - checks the Tstamps of existing reports 
and if greater than X (user defined timeframe) 
than it will re-generate the report in real-time

– Real-time - generates the reports directly through 
the DataFax server.

– Verbose - debugging tool used to investigate 
problematic reports (provides detailed status)
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Select Studies

Tool Specific Details (cont’d)

• Select Studies
– Pull down provides list of all available studies
– Study numbers can be manually added to the 

entry field
– Multiple or singular entries may be made
– Delimination is done with the use of ( - or ~ )
– Additional specifications can be done through 

commas or spaces
– Java scripted making it a dynamic HTML page
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Select a Report

Tool Specific Details (cont’d)

• Select a Report
– Option provides the user with the ability to sub-

select specific reports to be run on the study or 
studies.
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Set Options

Tool Specific Details (cont’d)

• Set Options
– Specifies Unix flags for the reporting program
– Dynamically generated based on specific reports 

(i.e. DF_Atkeys will provide different options than 
DF_PTlist)  

– Uses same Java function as “Select Studies”
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Action

Tool Specific Details (cont’d)

• Action
– Run Report - Runs the study or studies with the selected 

report and options selected in either local, delayed or real-
time mode and displays the results in the lower half of the 
browser

– Explain - Displays report specific help information identical 
to that provided in the report tool on the DataFax server

– Refresh - Deletes existing reports residing on the web 
server (works in conjunction with delayed mode)

– Reset - Resets all fields where selections have been made 
and allows the user to reselect studies, reports and options.  
Reset goes back to the default settings of Study 001 and 
DF_ATfaxes.
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